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BioVision:
World Life Sciences 
Forum 2011
As an offi cial Media Partner of the event, International Innovation was there 

to meet the speakers, hear the debates and soak up the atmosphere

ARRIVING IN LYON on one of the fi rst days of summer, it is clear why the 
city holds such appeal as a hub for science and business: built around the 
confl uence of the RhÔne and SaÔne rivers, the city is at once historic and 
elegant, while vibrantly modern and with signs of investment everywhere. 
The Cité Internationale, a vast and smart zero-carbon development on 
the river bank to the north of the city centre, welcomed over 2,000 of the 
world’s brightest minds in life sciences from 26-28 March. 

The opening plenary session, chaired by ERC President Helga Nowotny 
– with whom you can read an interview on the following pages – 
asked one of the key questions, or ‘decision-makers’ dilemmas’ as she 
describes them: ‘Health: a right for all human beings, at any price?’ The 
distinguished panel included: Professor Sir Michael Marmot of UCL; 
Christopher A Viehbacher, Chief Executive of Sanofi -Aventis; and Zhu 
Chen, Health Minister for China. Clearly, there was an eagerness to hear 
the insight a key fi gure from the emerging global power could offer into 
his country’s approach to health and healthcare. 

This multifaceted and international perspective of academics, decision 
makers and industry representatives is at the core of BioVision’s 
objectives: driving dialogue and debate on key scientifi c, economic and 
societal challenges. Over the course of this year’s event, there appeared 
to be much discussion of the benefi ts and cost-effectiveness of nurturing 
global health, as well as access to healthcare. 

CITY OF SERENDIPITY

The International Scientifi c Advisory Board had clearly selected the event’s 
themes and speakers to refl ect the multisectoral approach required to 
comprehensively address both health and healthcare synergistically. Those 
who produce food, as well as medicines; those who develop innovative 
treatments, as well as those who can develop economic models which 
deliver them, were represented at BioVision. The 180 speakers covered 
the full gamut of topics, organised across three ‘tracks’: Decision-makers’ 
Perspectives, with six plenary sessions; Business in Life Sciences – new for 
2011, with 28 industry experts present; and Scientifi c Advances, with 12 

themes, 36 talks of 20 minutes and 12 roundtable 
discussions.

Between interviews, International Innovation saw fascinating 
talks on ‘The Human Brain: A Societal Perspective’, with several 
broad-ranging lectures within it. The auditorium projection screen 
invited audience participation through text message questions; 
such succinct windows for these complex subjects promised to spark 
conversations and connections far beyond the lecture itself. 

Lyon’s history encompasses the groundbreaking healthcare work of the 
Pasteur and Mérieux families, as well as the birth of cinema brought 
about by the Lumière Brothers: innovation is in the city’s DNA. Indeed, 
in his opening address, the Mayor of Grand Lyon described it as a ‘city of 
serendipity’, with a propensity for bringing together the right minds at the 
right time, thereby fostering progress. While the city may have plenty of 
heritage to celebrate, it is also fi rmly looking to the future. 

BIOVISION.NXT

This year, the BioVision.Nxt scheme invited 114 promising PhD and 
postdoc researchers from across the globe to attend the forum, broadening 
their horizons and connecting them with experienced researchers who 
have made breakthroughs in life sciences. With all life science disciplines 
represented – health, environment and nutrition – fellows from developing 
countries made up 50 per cent of the group, with at least half women. This 
year also saw the presentation of the BioVision Lilly Award, for four young 
scientists living and working in developing countries.

For tomorrow’s pioneers, forging connections with others at the same 
stage of their careers, as well as those more established, was a very 
positive experience. Matt Wenham, an NIH postdoc, explained why: “The 
networks we have made will certainly be useful in future. Every now and 
then, you would get that little nugget you could hold on to – someone 
important would say something that you would recognise as why you 
came here”.


